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Course Description: 

This professional development colloquium is designed to help graduate students locate funding sources for their study, research, conferences and other professional activities, and to develop skills developed through these exercises that will be useful in a variety of professional activities including preparation of dissertation prospectuses, proposals for professional presentations, and job applications.  It complements the work graduate students do in History 795.01 which focuses on development of teaching skills.

We introduce you to this material early in your careers for several reasons:  1) There is a possibility that some of you will be able to successfully apply for fellowships this fall that can finance several years of your graduate study without having to teach each quarter.  2) The department (and some other parts of the university) offer summer and other support for which you are eligible and for which you can compete successfully this spring if you develop your grant-writing skills.  3) Successful application for such funding helps you to build a record of accomplishment that will help you get jobs and additional funding for research, teaching and program development.  4)  A number of the skills we want you to develop require repeated practice and thought.  What you learn now you can begin to practice as you develop research projects in seminars and think about current research directions in your own field.  
Since this class will involve not only writing your own CV and research – related documents but also evaluating those of your classmates and more advanced graduate students, the entire class will be divided into workgroups of approximately five students each.

Grading:  

This course is graded pass/fail; however, failure to complete any part of the course assignments will result in failure.  Since much of the course requires comment on materials to be prepared in advance of class meetings, no late assignments will be accepted without a medical or similar written excuse.  Similarly, since much of the value of the class is dependent on class discussions, no unexcused absences from class sessions will be allowed.

Written assignments include development of CV and intellectual autobiographical statements; research/study objective statements; an entire grant application and revisions of these documents in several different contexts.  Students will also prepare a variety of written evaluations of work completed by other members of the class and more senior graduate students who are applying for funding to support their thesis research.  

Students are strongly encouraged to use this opportunity to draft an application that they will actually submit some time in the next year.  Although the instructor will provide “default” instructions, the course will be more meaningful to you if you work from instructions for a fellowship or grant that you realistically might apply for (departmental/university funds included).

In the course of developing draft funding applications, consider the following general questions about your proposed plan of study and/or research:  
1. Is the project feasible in the time allotted? 

2. Is it significant? 

3. How is the research/professional training likely to impact existing scholarship in history and related disciplines?  

To answer these questions adequately, most proposals will include the following elements:

· Statement of thesis/research problem under investigation or objectives of study plan; 

· Summary or review of the relevant secondary literature;

· Statement of hypothesis;

· Outline of methodology/sources to be used in investigating the problem;
· A budget and budget justification
You may also wish to consider developing the following:  

· Chapter outline and timeline for completion of the research and writing;

· Select bibliography and list of archives or libraries where the research will be conducted.

Class Meeting Schedule
NOTE:  Although students will register for this class for one quarter only, class meetings will be distributed over two quarters.  Students should pace themselves do develop their own draft materials well in advance of class meetings wherever possible.  A number of classes require you to evaluate the work of your colleagues in the three days prior to class meetings, and this will take sufficient time so that you will not always have time to prepare your own draft statements at the last minute.

Introduction:


Purposes and structure of the class


Sources of department and OSU support for study and research

Class 1:  Getting Started


Prior to class, prepare the following:

A. Draft curriculum vitae

B. A brief statement of the kinds of funding you can envision applying for during the course of your graduate and early professional career (e.g., through the first years of full time employment)

C. A synopsis of a research project you would like to undertake; maximum of 250 words

These materials should be posted on the course web site three (3) days before the first class.  Read and make notes on each of the above items for the other members of your workgroup.   
Class 2:  OSURF Workshop I


Bring digital copies of draft CVs (revised based on class discussion and comments) and draft funding source and research statements.

Class 3:  OSURF Workshop II


Prior to this workshop, experiment with using the tools introduced in OSURF Workshop I.  Based on that experimentation, prepare questions about use of these tools to raise in class.  Based on the work from the previous week and your questions we will explore additional tools for locating various types of funding to support your professional activities.

Class 4:  Evaluation of Grants in Process


Three days prior to class each student must a) identify a grant for which you wish to prepare an application during the rest of our workshop (including a description of where this program fits in the granting agency’s broader objectives as well as the purpose of this specific grant opportunity); b) post on the class website a complete description of the grant program and requirements for an application.  


Prepare a written evaluation of the different purposes of both organizations and grant programs and the different requirements for applications for all the submissions in your workgroup (if all members choose the same grant opportunity, search the submissions of other workgroups to find at least three different programs/grants).  Be prepared to discuss how the different programs and application requirements would affect the application for funding of a) your potential research project and b) any potential funding proposal.

Class 5:  Evaluation of Grants in Process


This class will be devoted to discussing applications for Fulbright and other applications in process by graduate students who have passed their generals and who have developed a clear research agenda for which they are seeking support.  Complete program descriptions and draft applications will be made available well in advance of class.  (If any of the class is applying for fellowship or other support, those applications will also be reviewed.)  

Prepare written evaluations of all applications, assessing the degree to which the draft adequately addresses the criteria for evaluating them in the selection process for that program.  Application authors will attend class to discuss their applications and to hear your comments.

Class 6:  Preparation of Workshop Participant Grant Applications I  


In light of work in the previous weeks, students will have a) selected a grant program for which they will prepare a draft application (even if you do not actually submit it) for some sort of funding, b) had a chance to see how program descriptions shape an application, and c) had an opportunity to reflect on what makes a good application by reviewing and commenting on drafts of more senior graduate students, including examples of applications that were awarded funding.  From this class forward, you will be expected to employ this background in the writing of your own application for funding.


For this week, you should prepare the research/professional objective section of the funding program you have chosen to work on.  For research-oriented funding, this will include addressing program requests for statements on a) your research problem, b) your research methodology, c) your anticipated results and d) the significance of the research.  For fellowships (support of study, not research), this will include a statement of a) professional objectives and b) the role that the funded study will play in advancing your professional training.


These statements need to be posted on the class web site three days before class so that members of your work group have a chance to read and comment on your drafts.


We will break out into individual work groups for you to discuss the drafts of your fellow work group members before holding a discussion of the class as a whole.

Class 7:  Preparation of Workshop Participant Grant Applications II  


For this week, you should prepare the CV and intellectual biographical statement section of the funding program you have chosen to work on.  Bear in mind that even the CV is to help you make the case that you deserve funding.  

These CV/s and statements need to be posted on the class web site three days before class so that members of your work group have a chance to read and comment on your drafts.

We will also discuss strategies for selecting supporting documents and reference letters.


We will break out into individual work groups for you to discuss the drafts of your fellow work group members before holding a discussion of the class as a whole.

Class 8:  Preparation of Workshop Participant Grant Applications III  

For this week, you should prepare a revision of the work completed in the previous two weeks and submit a complete draft of the entire application for funding.  

These drafts  need to be posted on the class web site three days before class so that members of your work group have a chance to read and comment on your drafts.


We will break out into individual work groups for you to discuss the drafts of your fellow work group members before holding a discussion of the class as a whole.

Class 9:  Preparation of Workshop Participant Grant Applications IV    

For this week, you should prepare a final revision of the work completed for Class 8.    

These drafts need to be posted on the class web site three days before class; however, for this class each workgroup will read the drafts of TWO other work groups and evaluate each application based on a scale that will be provided by the instructor.  Each workgroup will meet at the start of the class to discuss their rankings of the applications and to adjust their scores based on those discussions.  Final rankings and comments from each evaluator will be published to the class as a whole.  

We will hold a general discussion of the issued raised in evaluating a pool of applications.

SELECT RESOURCES ON PROSPECTUS WRITING,

GRANTS, AND ACADEMIC PUBLISHING

Books at OSU Libraries (R = On Reserve; REF = available in the library reference room):

Historical Research and Writing Aids

Richard Marius, A Short Guide to Writing About History, 4th ed. (New York:  

HarperCollins, 1995). (R)  D13 .M344 2002  
Prospectus Writing

Jacqueline Fitzpatrick, et al., Secrets for a Successful Dissertation (Sage, 1998). (R) LB2369 .F547 1998 
Allan Glatthorn, Writing the Winning Thesis or Dissertation.  A Step-by-Step Guide 

(Corwin, 1998).  (R)  LB2369 .G56 2005    
Lawrence Locke, et.al.  Proposals that Work: A Guide for Planning Dissertations and 

Grant Proposals (Sage, 2000). (R) Q180.55.P7 L63 2000 
David Madsen.  Successful Dissertations and Theses, 2nd ed. (Jossey-Bass, 1992). (R)  LB2369 .M334 1992       
James E. Mauch and Jack W. Birch, Guide to the Successful Thesis and Dissertation, 2nd ed. (Marcel-Dekker, 1989).　 (R)  LB2369 .M377 1989      
**Fred Pyrczak, ed., Completing Your Thesis or Dissertation: Professors Share Their 

Techniques and Strategies (Los Angeles, CA: Pyrczak Pub, 1999). (R) **Currently on order
David Sternberg, How to Complete and Survive a Doctoral Dissertation (St. Martin’s, 

1981). (R)  LB2369 .S74       

Academic Publishing

Kenneth Henson, Writing for Professional Publication: Keys to Academic and Business 

Success (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1999). (R)  PN151 .H447 1999   
Anne Sigismund Huff, Writing for Scholarly Publication (Thousand Oaks, Calif: Sage 

Publications, 1999). (R) PN146 .H84 1999     

Stephen McGinty, Gatekeepers of Knowledge: Journal Editors in the Sciences and the 

Social Sciences (Westport, Conn: Bergin & Garvey, 1999). (R) PN146 .M34 1999  
Jennifer Moon, Learning Journals: Handbook for Academics, Students and Professional Development (London: K. Page, 1999). (R)  PE1478 .M59 1999   
Franklin H. Silverman, Publishing for Tenure and Beyond (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1999). (R)  PN146 .S56 1999   
Historical Research and Writing Aids

**Jacques Barzun, The Modern Researcher, 5th ed. (Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich College Publishers, 1992). (R)  D13 .B33 1992      
**Kate Turabian, John Grossman, and Alice Bennett, A Manual for Writers of Term 

Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996). (R)  LB2369 .T8 1996       
Locating Grants

American Historical Association, Grants, Fellowships, and Prizes of Interest to 

Historians.  (available to members online at http://www.theaha.org).　  LB2338.A1 A5 
Annual Register of Grant Support: A Directory of Funding Sources, 37th ed. (Info Today, 2005).  LB2336A1A5 (REF)

The College Blue Book: Scholarships, Fellowships, Grants and Loans, 30th ed. 

(Macmillan Reference USA, 2003). (R)  LA226.H96    30th Ed V. 5 
The Grants Register, 33rd ed. (Palgrave-Macmillan, 2005).  (REF)

Jeremy Miner and Lynn Miner, Directory of Research Grants (Onyx Press, 2005). LB2338 .D599  2005 (REF)

Peterson's Grants for Graduate and Postdoctoral Study, 5th ed. (Princeton, N.J, 1995). LB2338 .P47 1998    (REF)  
Gail Ann Schlachter, Directory of Financial Aids for Women (Reference Service Press, 

2003).  LB2338.5342 S424 2002eb USE ONLINE
**Gail Ann Schlachter, How to Find Out About Financial Aid and Funding (Reference 

Service Press, 1999). LB2338 .S339 1999    **Ordered

**Gail Ann Schlachter and R. David Weber, Financial Aids for African Americans 

(Reference Service Press, 2001). LB2338 .S285 2001    (REF) 

Gail Ann Schlachter and R. David Weber, Money for Graduate Students in the 

Humanities, 2nd ed. (Reference Service Press, 1998-2000).  LB2337.2 .M664 (EHS REF) or 1st Ed (Main REF);  See sister volume for Social Sciences:  LB2337.2 .M667  
Student Services, Inc., The Graduate Student's Complete Scholarship Book (Naperville, 

IL: Sourcebooks, Inc., 1998). LB2338 .G685 1998  (REF)

Grant Writing Tutorials and Resources On-Line
A Guide for Proposal Writing, National Science Foundation, Division of Undergraduate Education
The Original How to Write a Research Grant Application, National Institutes of Health [PDF file, requires Adobe Acrobat Reader]
Basic Elements of Grant Writing, Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
Proposal Writing Short Course, The Foundation Center
EPA Grant-Writing Tutorial, Environmental Protection Agency
Professional Development

Constance Schulz, Page Putnam Miller, Aaron Marrs, and Kevin Allen, Careers for 

Students of History (American Historical Association, The National Council for Public History, and the Public History Program, University of South Carolina, 2002). (R)  D16.25 .S35 2002      
